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So as someone who is profoundly grateful
to all of you—there’s hardly a place in Amer-
ica that’s been more generous to me more
consistently than New York has—I want you
to know that the best thing I can give back
to you is to do my dead-level best to get ev-
erything I can do done for America in the
5 months I've got left to be President and
to persuade the American people that a
chance like this comes along once in a life-
time.

I've worked hard to turn the country
around, but all the best stuff is still out there.
But the American people have to believe it’s
a big election, and there are big con-
sequences because there are big differences.
If you can take some time every day between
now and November to talk to your friends,
without regard to their parties, in a calm and
open way—|laughter]—making those two
points—making those two points, say, “Hey,
we're not mad at these other guys. We don’t
have anything bad to say about them. But
look, it’s a big election, and there are big
differences, and here’s what the differences
are, and they’ll have consequences for your
lives and your children and your future.”

If you will take some time to do that, then
we’ll have a great night on November 7th,
because Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and
Hillary will be elected, and America will be
better off.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. at the
Saranac Lake Civic Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Thomas Catillaz of Saranac Lake;
Philip Lalande, patron, Saranac Lake Civic Cen-
ter; and Anne Tubby, longtime resident of Saranac
Lake. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.
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Good morning. During the recent political
convention, we asked people all across our
country to take stock of our Nation’s progress
and the challenges that lie ahead. One thing
is clear: We live in a moment of unprece-
dented peace and prosperity, and getting
there was not a matter of chance but of
choice.
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When the Vice President and I set out to
restore the American dream 8 years ago, we
faced some tough choices. But with the sup-
port of the American people, we made those
choices together. Today I want to talk about
how far we’ve come and how we can use this
historic good time to address our outstanding
challenges at home and abroad.

We now enjoy the longest economic ex-
pansion in our history, turning record deficits
into record surpluses, creating more than 22
million jobs with the lowest unemployment
in 30 years, and average family income has
jumped by more than $5,000.

But more than just being better off, Amer-
ica is a better nation. We ended welfare as
we knew it. With the benefits of job training,
child care, and transportation, 7% million
Americans have moved from welfare to work.
We're turning our schools around with high-
er standards, more accountability, more in-
vestment. As a result, our reading, math, and
SAT scores are going up, and more students
than ever are going to college. We made our
communities safer by putting 100,000 new
police officers on the streets, banning assault
weapons, keeping guns away from a half mil-
lion felons, fugitives, and stalkers, and to-
gether, we brought crime to a 25-year low.

We've also extended the life of the Medi-
care Trust Fund by 26 years and passed the
Family and Medical Leave Act, which over
20 million Americans have used to take a lit-
tle time off for a newborn baby or a sick
loved one. Our air and water are cleaner; our
food is safer.

We've also stepped up our fight against
AIDS, doubling AIDS research and preven-
tion efforts. We're working on the reauthor-
ization of the Ryan White CARE Act to pro-
vide a lifeline to half-million Americans living
with HIV and AIDS.

While we’re making real progress in the
fight against AIDS here at home, we have
to do more to combat this plague around the
world. That's why today I'm pleased to sign
the Global AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief
Act. This bipartisan legislation authorizes
funding for AIDS treatment and prevention
programs worldwide and increases invest-
ment in vaccines for the world’s children, in-
cluding AIDS vaccine research. I hope Con-
gress will also approve our vaccine tax credit
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to speed development of such critical vac-
cines for the developing world.

Fighting AIDS worldwide is not just the
right thing to do; it’s the smart thing. In our
tightly connected world, infectious disease
anywhere is a threat to public health every-
where. AIDS threatens the economies of the
poorest countries, the stability of friendly na-
tions, the future of fragile democracies. Al-
ready, HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of
death in Africa and increasingly threatens
Asia and the states of the former Soviet
Union. In the hardest hit countries, AIDS
is leaving students without teachers, patients
without doctors, and children without par-
ents. Today alone, African families will hold
nearly 6,000 funerals for loved ones who died
of AIDS.

But we still have time to do a world of
good if we act now. This bill is an important
step in the fight against AIDS. It’s also a sym-
bol of the good we can accomplish when we
work together in a bipartisan spirit. In that
same spirit, Congress still has time to get im-
portant work done for the American people
this fall. When they return in a few weeks,
theyll still have time to put progress before
partisanship to pass a real Patients’ Bill of
Rights; affordable Medicare prescription
drug benefits for all our seniors; to set aside
the Medicare surplus so that it can only be
spent to strengthen Medicare, not raided for
tax cuts we can’t afford; to pass tax cuts that
help middle class families send their kids to
college and provide long-term care for their
loved ones.

We should also pass a strong hate crimes
bill and commonsense gun legislation. We
should rebuild our crumbling schools, hire
the rest of those 100,000 teachers, and raise
the minimum wage.

These are big challenges, but if we make
the tough choices together, we'll keep our
progress and prosperity going.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:57 p.m. on
August 18 in the Map Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 19. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 18 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.
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Statement on Signing the Global
AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief Act of
2000
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Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
3519, the “Global AIDS and Tuberculosis
Relief Act of 2000,” which represents the lat-
est U.S. effort in the long-term global fight
against HIV/AIDS and its related threat of
tuberculosis.

In July 1999, Vice President Gore and I
launched the Administration’s interagency
“Leadership and Investment in Fighting an
Epidemic” (LIFE) initiative to expand our
funding for global HIV/AIDS prevention,
care, and treatment in the worst affected de-
veloping countries. With bipartisan support,
the Congress appropriated the additional
$100 million that we requested for FY 2000
to enhance these efforts. For FY 2001, my
budget includes an additional $100 million
for the LIFE initiative.

While the LIFE initiative greatly strength-
ens the foundation of a comprehensive re-
sponse to the pandemic, the United States
clearly understands that there is much more
to be done. The Joint United Nations Pro-
gram on HIV/AIDS has estimated that it will
take $1.5 billion annually to establish an ef-
fective HIV prevention program in sub-
Saharan Africa and an additional $1.5 billion
annually to deliver basic care and treatment
to people with AIDS in the region.

H.R. 3519 takes some of the additional
steps to broaden the global effort to combat
this worldwide epidemic. It provides en-
hanced bilateral authorities and authorizes
funding for the Agency for International De-
velopment’s HIV/AIDS programs; authorizes
new funding for the Global Alliance for Vac-
cines and Immunizations and the Inter-
national AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and author-
izes the creation of a World Bank AIDS Trust
Fund that is intended to create a new, multi-
lateral funding mechanism to support AIDS
prevention and care programs in the most
grievously affected countries.

The United States, however, cannot and
should not battle AIDS alone. This crisis will
require the active engagement of all seg-
ments of all societies working together. Every
bilateral donor, every multilateral lending



